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SAN LUIS OBISPO MUSEUM OF ART EXPANSION UPDATE 
 

San Luis Obispo, CA – July 8, 2026 The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) celebrated a 
major milestone in its expansion into the heart of downtown San Luis Obispo on July 7 
welcoming donors, cultural partners, and community leaders for an exclusive behind-the-
scenes tour of its future home at 786 Higuera Street, the former Network Mall and the 
adjoining Johnson building.  
 
The event offered guests a first look at the remarkable transformation underway as the 
buildings evolve into SLOMA's new headquarters, bringing the community one step closer to a 
vibrant new cultural destination with more than triple the space for exhibitions and public 
programs. 
 
Museum leadership, including SLOMA Board Co-Chair Ermina Karim and Executive Director 
Leann Standish, shared updates on the Museum's ambitious two-phase, $21 million capital 
campaign. During the event, Standish announced that SLOMA has raised $15.75 million toward 
its overall campaign goal, including $9.8 million of the $11 million needed to complete Phase 
One—an important milestone that keeps the project on track for its planned Summer 2027 
opening. 
 
Phase Two of the campaign, which will fund the purchase of the new facility and establish a 
long-term operational endowment, also continues to gain momentum. To date, SLOMA has 
raised $4.75 million toward this effort, including a transformative additional $1.5 million gift 
from the Harold J. Miossi Charitable Trust bringing the Trust’s total investment in the project to 
$3M. 
 
To help close the remaining gap for Phase One, campaign supporters Annie Mohler and Bill 
Moseley announced a $500,000 Challenge Grant that will match community giving through 
October 1. 
 
“There's such great energy downtown right now, and it's so fun to be part of it. Every time I 
walk past Higuera Street and see the crews at work, I have to pinch myself a little — this is 
really happening,” said Standish. “And it's happening because of this community: our 
neighbors, our donors, our incredible project partners. We're about a year out from opening, 
and I can't wait to throw those doors open and welcome everyone in."  
 
Guests at the July 7 tour also received a first look at a new virtual rendering of the completed 
museum, created by RRM Design Group. The interactive walkthrough offers a preview of the 
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galleries, public gathering spaces, and educational facilities that will soon serve the community. 
Additional project partners include NK Builders, Thoma Electric, and BMA Mechanical.  
 
Construction will continue through the coming year with the new Museum on track to open in 
July 2027. As work continues, visitors and residents alike can watch SLOMA’s future home take 
shape in the heart of downtown.   
 
SLOMA’s new home on Higuera is a short walk to their current home and other cultural 
institutions downtown. Located around the corner at 778, 782, and 786 Higuera Street, the 
existing façade is well known to locals: The Network and two adjacent buildings have housed 
restaurants, clothing stores, and art galleries over the years. With access via the bustling 
Higuera Street sidewalk as well as the creekside patio and walkway, the new location is primed 
to attract more visitors than ever before while serving as a portal into San Luis Obispo’s arts 
and culture corridor. 
 
Learn more about the project and explore the virtual experience at sloma.org/expansion.   
 
 
 
About the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art  
The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) is an innovative and accessible museum located on 
California’s Central Coast. The museum presents an outstanding exhibitions program that 
features artists from California and around the world, as well as an ongoing series of dynamic 
events that engage visitors of all ages. SLOMA is located in downtown San Luis Obispo on the 
west end of Mission Plaza, at the heart of the city’s cultural corridor. A destination for art lovers 
and those just beginning to experience art alike, the museum provides a welcoming space and 
offers free admission to all. More information can be found at www.sloma.org. 
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