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San Luis Obispo Museum of Art Awarded California Arts Council
Arts Education Exposure Grant

State funds support two years of school tours

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 (SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA) — The California Arts Council has
announced a grant award of $54,000 to the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art as part of its Arts
Education Exposure Grant Program.

With support from the California Arts Council, the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art will host
school tours with hands-on art activities for Central Coast schools in 2023 and 2024. CAC funds
will also support transportation subsidies for the schools to expand visual arts access within
low-income communities and Title 1 schools.

The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art’s school tour program provides the visual arts education
that is lacking in many of our region’s schools. According to a February 2022 article in
CalMatters, only 1 in 5 public schools in California has a dedicated teacher for traditional arts
programs like music, dance, theater, and art, with schools serving Black and Latino populations
the least likely to have arts access. The Museum’s tour program will enable non-arts teachers to
incorporate visual arts programming and artistic literacy into their daily curriculum, and
transportation subsidies for Title 1 schools will directly benefit historically underserved student
populations.

The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art was featured as part of a larger announcement from the
California Arts Council, with grant awards for its Cycle B totaling more than $41 million for more
than 900 grants supporting artists, culture bearers, and cultural workers throughout the state
of California.

“The resilience and creativity of California’s arts and cultural field in these last three years has
been remarkable,” said California Arts Council Director Jonathan Moscone. “We are proud to be
able to support the great work that California’s artists, culture bearers and cultural workers are
doing within our communities as an indelible part of our state’s identity.”

“We are honored to receive this important grant and to partner with area educators in offering
engaging and innovative education programs. The visual arts are invaluable in teaching problem
solving, curiosity and empathy,” said SLOMA Executive Director Leann Standish.

Central Coast teachers and school administrators can book their free school group tours at
sloma.org/visit/tours or by calling the Museum of Art at (805) 543-8562.

About San Luis Obispo Museum of Art


https://arts.ca.gov/press-release/2022-is-record-setting-year-for-california-arts-council-grant-funds/
https://sloma.org/visit/tours

The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) is the heart of the California Central Coast art
community and a vital link to the cultural life of the region. It is a dedicated to providing and
promoting diverse visual arts experiences for people of all ages and backgrounds through
exhibitions, education, creation, and collaboration. Located at 1010 Broad Street, on the west
end of Mission Plaza in San Luis Obispo, California, admission to this 501(c)(3) public benefit
nonprofit arts organization is free to all. More information can be found at www.sloma.org.

About the California Arts Council

The California Arts Council is a state agency with a mission of strengthening arts, culture, and
creative expression as the tools to cultivate a better California for all. It supports local arts
infrastructure and programming statewide through grants, initiatives, and services. The
California Arts Council envisions a California where all people flourish with universal access to
and participation in the arts.

Members of the California Arts Council include: Lilia Gonzales-Chavez, Chair; Consuelo
Montoya, Vice Chair; Gerald Clarke, Vicki Estrada, Jodie Evans, Ellen Gavin, Alex Israel, Phil
Mercado, and Roxanne Messina Captor. Learn more at www.arts.ca.gov.

The California Arts Council is committed to increasing the accessibility of its online content. For
language and accessibility assistance, visit https://arts.ca.gov/about/about-us/language-
communications-assistance
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