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Camille Hoffman: See and Missed
Exhibition Opens May 28 at the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art

(San Luis Obispo, CA)—The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art is pleased to announce an upcoming
solo exhibition of contemporary artist Camille Hoffman. The exhibition will span two separate
galleries at the museum — the Gray Wing and McMeen Gallery.

Artist Camille Hoffman uses materials collected from childhood and her everyday life to craft
imaginary landscapes that are grounded in accumulation, rehabilitation, personal narrative, and
historical critique. Taking inspiration from the Philippine weaving and Jewish storytelling
traditions of her ancestors, along with traditional techniques from her academic training, she
interweaves images with found objects to reveal seamless yet textured transcultural
contradictions.

Her focus for this exhibition is the 1587 first documented Filipino landing in what is now Morro
Bay, in San Luis Obispo County. Using traditional pina cloth, made from the leaves of the
pineapple plant, she has created custom individual paintings that will line the walls of the Gray
Wing. The installation in the museum’s Gray Wing will be a deeply immersive exhibition that
transforms the entire space — covering the floors, ceilings and walls.

In the Museum’s McMeen Gallery, the museum will exhibit iconic works from Camille’s oeuvre
that deal with similar themes.

“Having the opportunity to work with this incredible artist is a dream come true,” said SLOMA
Chief Curator Emma Saperstein “For a project like this, so many things have to come together

perfectly in order for it to succeed. All those things happening at this specific moment in time,
at this particular place in the world, means that the project was truly meant to be.”



Additionally, Hoffman is creating a public art piece to be installed on the Museum’s lawn as a
part of SLOMA’s partnership with the City of San Luis Obispo. The sculpture, which will be
installed mid-June, will further explore this 1587 Filipino landing. Inherent to Camille’s practice
is a deeply collaborative and social element. As a result, she has developed relationships with
local Filipino groups, including the Filipino American National Historical Society’ s Central Coast
chapter and Cal Poly’s Filipino Cultural Exchange.

Hoffman’s exhibition will be complemented with educational and community programming
including free family art activities, free lectures, and a catalog featuring essays by Ryan Buyco
(Cal Poly Ethnic Studies Professor), Gina Apostal (award-winning novelist with a focus on
Philippine colonial history), and Leilani Lynch (curator at The Bass Museum of Art).

“It is so exciting to me that an artist like Camille can teach us so much about our own
community’s history and beauty,” said SLOMA Director, Leann Standish. “l can’t wait to see the
project and all of the natural partnerships take shape.”

The exhibition is presented with support from sponsors including Pacific Western Bank and
Hotel San Luis Obispo.

Camille Hoffman: See and Missed, May 28 — August 21

Member Preview: May 27, 6-8 pm

Public Sculpture: Will be installed on June 10 and celebrated with a community event on June
11, details TBD

Panel discussion: June 1 at 5:30 pm.

About Camille Hoffman

Camille Hoffman (b. 1987, Chicago, IL) earned an MFA from Yale University (2015) and a BFA from
California College of the Arts (2009). She was a recipient of the Carol Schlosberg Memorial Prize for
excellence in painting from Yale University, a National Endowment for the Arts scholarship, a Benjamin
A. Gilman International Scholarship, and the Van Lier Fellowship from the Museum of Arts and Design
(MAD). Hoffman has exhibited her work throughout the United States and in Europe, and has been
featured in publications including Art in America and The New Yorker. Solo exhibitions include Landing
For Lolo at NADA House Governors Island (2021), Excelsior: Ever Upward, Ever Afloat at the Queens
Museum (2019), and Pieceable Kingdom at the Museum of Arts and Design, New York, NY (2018).
Prominent group exhibitions include Here We Land at Wave Hill (2019), A Thousand Plateaus at Jenkins
Johnson Gallery, LifeWtr Open Gallery at Lincoln Center & Times Square, New York, NY (2017), and
Music and Conversation at Yale University Art Gallery, New Haven, CT (2015). Hoffman has been an
artist-in-residence at Fountainhead, Miami, FL (2021); Lower Manhattan Cultural Council SU-CASA
(2019); Artist in the Marketplace (AIM) at Bronx Museum, New York, NY (2018); Children's Museum of
Manhattan, New York, NY (2018); Wave Hill Winter Workspace, Bronx, NY (2018); QueenSpace, Long
Island City, NY (2017); Museum of Arts and Design, New York, NY (2017); and the Yale University Office
of New Haven and State Affairs, New Haven, CT (2015). Hoffman has also worked for 16 years as an arts
educator and community organizer in Phoenix, the San Francisco Bay Area, New Haven, and New York
City. She currently lives and works in New York, NY, teaches at The Cooper Union and Yale University.



About San Luis Obispo Museum of Art

The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art (SLOMA) is the heart of the California Central Coast art community
and a vital link to the cultural life of the region. It is a dedicated to providing and promoting diverse
visual arts experiences for people of all ages and backgrounds through exhibitions, education, creation,
and collaboration. Located at 1010 Broad Street, on the west end of Mission Plaza in San Luis Obispo,
California, admission to this 501(c)(3) public benefit nonprofit arts organization is free to all. More
information can be found at www.sloma.org.


http://www.sloma.org/

