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San Luis Obispo Museum of Art Unveils Outdoor Mural ‘Pacificaribbean’

SAN LUIS OBISPO, Calif., January 11, 2021— On Saturday, Jan 9, San Luis Obispo Museum of Art
(SLOMA) unveiled its first-ever outdoor mural, which covers all four sides of the building in
Downtown San Luis Obispo.

“It's more than just a mural; it’s the beginning of a new era of public engagement for the
Museum,” explained Executive Director Leann Standish. “Pacificaribbean” highlights the ability
of the arts to bring together our global community and will surely be the first of many programs
accessible to our community’s diverse audiences.”

Pacificaribbean is a large-scale mural on four walls of the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art that
showcases the symbiotic relationship between art and nature. It is designed and executed by
internationally renowned artist Juan Alberto Negroni, along with help from Cuesta College and
Cal Poly student assistants. The project is curated by Emma Saperstein.

“We were intentional about our selection and are proud to feature an international artist whose
work so perfectly exhibits the powerful and beautiful connection between cultures,” said Guest
Curator Emma Saperstein. “The mural cultivates a relationship between our inner landscapes and
the landscape around us, and — even amidst time of separation and grief— helps us all find
windows of hope.”

Puerto Rican-born artist Juan Alberto Negroni is known for his vibrant, ecological-inspired pieces.
His work has been the focus of five solo shows and is currently on display in public and private
collections in Puerto Rico, United Kingdom, Argentina, Canada, Australia, Greece and the United
States.

Pacificaribbean’s concept is inspired by Negroni’s upbringing in the city of Bayamon near San
Juan, Puerto Rico. It represents the luscious ecology of the region and captures a resilience of
nature and a desire to embrace the unknown. The work is meant to evoke nostalgia, while
encouraging a focus on the present. In the design, Negroni concentrated on the relationship



between the mural and the natural environment visible above the museum, creating an
unexpected symbiosis between this community and his.

This project will be paired with a catalogue of commissioned essays, an interactive element
inviting the public to explore their inner landscapes through “prompt” questions, a series of
programming with the artist and the community, and a custom print designed by the artist.

“We hope the outdoor mural, with its unique expression, will become a visitor destination for
California travelers and residents,” Standish said. “And until museums are allowed to reopen, this
piece will give a glimpse into the new and exciting things happening inside SLOMA. We are thrilled
to share “Pacificaribbean” in a way that allows passersby to experience art in a large-scale,
COVID-19 friendly way.”

Professional photos and time-lapse video available for download HERE. Print rights allowed with
attribution: photo courtesy James Lester Photography for San Luis Obispo Museum of Art. To set-
up an interview or for additional information, please contact Heather McKinney at
Heather@ AMFmediagroup.com.
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About SLOMA

The San Luis Obispo Museum of Art is located at 1010 Broad Street, on the west end of Mission
Plaza in San Luis Obispo, California. It is a 501(c)(3) public benefit nonprofit arts organization
dedicated to providing and promoting diverse visual arts experiences for people of all ages and
backgrounds through exhibitions, education, creation and collaboration. Since 1967 this
organization has been the beacon for the visual arts in its region. More information can be found
at www.sloma.org.

About Juan Alberto Negroni:

Juan Alberto Negroni is a Dallas-based contemporary artist. Born in Puerto Rico, he uses his
artwork as a visual language that mimics the multilayering of political, religious and cultural
idiosyncrasies of his home. He has had five solo shows: The Defect Effect, If It Weren’t for My
Horse, Not about Beauty (Religion, Politics and other failures), All in San Juan, Tiny Floral Show
(curated by Danielle Avram and Ryan Goolsby) and A Midsummers Night’s Dream. He has
participated in group shows in San Luis Obispo, Los Angeles, Miami, South Carolina, as well as
San Juan, Puerto Rico, Venice, Italy and Dijon, France. Juan Alberto Negroni possesses an MFA
in Studio Arts from Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX, an MA Ed in Art History and
Museum Studies from Caribbean University, PR, and a BFA with a Major in Printmaking from
Puerto Rico School of Fine Arts. For more information, visit juanalbertonegroni.com.




